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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

LEVEL DESCRIPTIONS

BEG|NN ER This set of courses helps students build basic English skills. Students will study basic rules
of English grammar, speak to each other in English, and write simple sentences in English
about familiar things. Students will also use strategies to read short informational articles in
English, answer questions about the readings, and learn new words. The courses include visits
to interesting places in Chicago and information about U.S. life and customs.

HIGH BEGINNER This set of courses helps students build English skills at the high beginner level. Students
will form simple English sentences, have short conversations, and write short paragraphs in
the present, past, and future about familiar things. Students will also read short informational
articles, answer questions about the readings, and learn new words. The courses include visits
to interesting places in Chicago and information about U.S. life and customs.

LOW |NTERMED|A‘|‘E This set of courses helps students develop low intermediate English skills. Students will
form different kinds of longer English sentences in the present, past, and future; have short
conversations; make short group presentations; and write longer paragraphs in English about
familiar things. Students will also read and analyze short informational articles in English,
answer questions about the readings, and increase their English vocabulary. The courses
include visits to interesting places in Chicago and information about U.S. life and customs.

This set of courses helps students build intermediate English skills. Students will form different
kinds of longer English sentences in the present, past, and future and will build fluency by
discussing familiar topics, taking notes on short lectures, making individual presentations,
and writing short essays about familiar things in English. Students will also read and analyze
informational articles in English, answer critical-thinking questions, and expand their English
academic vocabulary. The courses include visits to interesting places in Chicago and discussions
about U.S. life and culture.

H |GH |NTERMED|ATE This set of courses helps students build high intermediate English skills. Students will practice
advanced verb forms and uses; speak and write using sophisticated sentence patterns; and
write essays, including arguments. Students will also build academic skills by completing
group projects, taking lecture notes, using digital tools to make presentations, reading longer
nonfiction texts in English, and answering the kinds of questions often asked on English
proficiency exams. The courses include visits to interesting places in Chicago and discussions
about U.S. history, life, and culture.

ADVANCED This set of courses help students work toward becoming fully proficient in English. Students
will speak and write using sophisticated sentence patterns and will complete different types
of academic and workplace writing. Academic skills include use of digital media to make
presentations, expansion of academic vocabulary, development of critical-thinking skills, and
practice answering the kinds of questions often asked on English proficiency exams. The
courses include visits to interesting places in Chicago and discussions about U.S. history, life,
and culture.
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